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South King County 
Food Coalition 

Elk Run Farm 

Food Bank 
Clients; 9700 

unique families 
per month 

served in 2014 

The Des Moines Area Food Bank 

Emergency Feeding Program 

Enumclaw Kiwanis Food Bank 

Highline Area Food Bank 

Kent Food Bank & Emergency 
Services / Kent Food Bank at 

Birch Creek 

Maple Valley Food Bank & 
Emergency Services 

Federal Way Food Bank & Multi 
Service Center 

Plateau Outreach Ministries 

The Salvation Army Renton 
Rotary Food Bank  

Tukwila Pantry 

Vashon-Maury Island 
Community Food Bank 

The Auburn Food Bank 

White Center Food Bank 

Within five years  
harvest and 
distribute 40,000 
lbs fresh, organic 
vegetables and 
berries per year 

Barb Houston-Shimizu, Executive Director, 
0.25 FTE 

Katie Pencke, 
Interim Farm 

Manager, 0.3 FTE 

12.6 million 
pounds of 
food 
distributed 
per year  



Serving Over 9,700 Different 
Families Each Month in 2014 

1753 

305 

601 

229 

642 

1519 

630 

1312 

377 

883 

1481 

WHITE CENTER 

VASHON 

TUKWILA 

RENTON SALVATION ARMY 

MAPLE VALLEY 

KENT 

HIGHLINE 

FEDERAL WAY MSC 

ENUMCLAW-KIWANIS 

DES MOINES 

AUBURN 

Number of Families Served per month, by Coalition member 
agency 



Advocacy 
Hunger Action Day 

Joint Funding 
King County 
Community 

Development 
Block Grants 

Shared Donations 

Transportation 
Project 

South King County Food Coalition  
Shared Initiatives 



Consumption of Fruits and 
Vegetables in King County 



Food insecurity 
(adults) by 
health 
reporting areas 
King County, 
2010 – 2013 
average 







KEY:        Covington Golf, Inc.                                                                 King County property – planned Regional Learning  &                                   
                                                                                                                                      Technology Center ; hub of educational and work training                                                
                                                                                                                                       opportunities                              
                               future Elk Run Farm                                                                  King County property - planned new Tahoma High School  

N 



Existing 
conditions 



Elk Run Farm 
Vision 



40% 

19% 

35% 

2% 4% 

farm start up; $123,000 

equipment

irrigation

soil prep

supplies

transportation



74% 

11% 

3% 
3% 

4% 5% 

annual operating cost; $74,000 

personnel

office/overhead

soil
management`
supplies

transportation

utilities



 
Existing Support:  
 Covington Golf Course, Incorporated 

• Initiated project – free land lease 
• Support for infrastructure development  

City of Maple Valley 
• Inclusion of urban agriculture in R6 zoning 
• Considering urban agriculture policy update 

Rotary First Harvest 
• Full time Americorps VISTA starts July 13, 2015 
• Facilitate engagement of all local Rotary Clubs  

Public Health Seattle King County 
• Granted to Elk Run Farm from  Center for Disease Control Partenrship to Improve Public Health  
• $25K per year for 2015 - 2017 

Bonneville Power Administration 
• Invited Application for Use of BPA Right of Way 

United Way of King County 
• Coalition funder – supported use of Coalition funds for start up 
• Supporter of urban agriculture in Seattle  



How can you help the South 
King County Food Coalition 
advance food security and 
food equity in South King 
County?  



Draft Timeline 
April - June 2015 

Well re-activation 

Water systems 

Deer fencing 

Secure storage 

Electrical and water 
hook up 

July - September 2015 

Phase one tillage 

Asphalt removal 

Cooler installation 

Fall veggie planting 

October - December 
2015 

Construct two 
hoophouses 

Land lease 

City of Maple Valley 
farm permit 

Agreement with BPA 

January - March 2016 

Communty based site 
planning process 

Perennial planting 

Soil building on old 
asphalt  area 

Annual veggie row 
cropping 

Construct two 
hoophouses 

Pilot distribution 
systems 

Develop farm labor 
partnership 

Research farm labor 
partnership 

Prep for pilot revenue 
generation 

Spring plant sale? 
Revenue generation 

Rotary First Harvest 
VISTA starts 

Volunteer engagement 

Contact: Katie Pencke, 
 elkrunfarmer@gmail.com  (206) 992 7034 

Group work parties to 
move furniture, grub 

blackberries, and clean 
barn 

Contractor – light 
carpentry 

$2,000 - $3,000 materials 

~ $10,000 for well test, 
pump installation, 

electrical 

Costs still to be 
determined 

Pilot farm labor 
partnership 
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